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Sadly, #ChrisCon50 is probably not gonna happen.  

 





 





 



















 



Jay Haldeman does a lot of comedy!  

 This one is so smart, it’s wrap-around is a classic, a bar story. Crash is 

a spacer who’s come drinking, and then once he here’s about a longshot 

betting possibility, he goes into the last time he bet on a longshot.  

 And it’s funny.  

 The sport he bet on? Behemoth racing. Behemoths are huge, masto-

don-like beasts that aren’t exactly thoroughbreds and race...after a fashion.  

 And that’s where the comedy comes in!  

 The behemoths are usually uncoordinated, and often kinda lazy. 

They are lined-up, and the race is begun, well, often the behemoths just stum-

ble and fall down, and sometimes they just don’t move.  

 



 The funny thing is the one Crash bet on, Heller, is an old, mangy, 

broke-down behemoth. He doesn’t look like he’s gonna be able to even move, 

no less race. HE’s a 200-to-1 shot, and of course, he wins.  

 And then the funny part of the story begins.  

 I LOVE THIS STORY!!! 

 It’s from Asimov’s SF Adventure Magazine from 1979. It was very 

different from the others in the Asimov’s universe. I liked it, and I wish it had 

stuck around longer.  

 The thing about the story is it falls in a very specific realm—the lova-

ble loser horse/dog/other that ends up turning out to get super-loving and 

super-wonderful, and who teaches the gambler the meaning of love. This is a 

faster version of that story, one that W.C. Fields would have recognized, and it 

is only made more interesting by the crazy kind of racing that the behemoths 

do. It’s a silly scene, and it only makes the way Heller and Crash interact after 

the win more heartwarming. I love it! 

 I would 

be remiss if I didn’t 

mention the Jack 

Gaughn artpiece 

on that first page. 

The image is phe-

nomenal, and it 

goes a long way to 

establish the basic 

idea of the last 

portion of the be-

hemoth story. It’s 

always what I 

think of first when 

I think of this sto-

ry.  



 


