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Reluctant Tourist to Towel Day 
Ambassador 

How a Douglas Adams-Themed Va-
cation Altered a Life Trajectory 

A Conversation with  
Yvette Keller  

by Linda Wenzelburger 
 
Linda Wenzelburger (Linda) loves both maps and having any excuse to 
travel. She is thrilled to have had a chance to talk with Yvette Keller 
about her past travels and latest project, which happily plays into both 
of Linda’s weaknesses. 

 
Yvette and Linda met through their shared love of costuming and 
through the Greater Bay Area Costumer’s Guild. Discovering that her 
“dress-up friend” was also deep in fandom was a welcome surprise, as 

was finding out they had a shared love of Douglas Adams and maps. 

 
Linda: 

I have always known you were a Douglas Adams fan, but certainly over the years we have known each other I 
get bigger glimpses into your love of his works. I can certainly say that from knowing you, I have learned and 
continue to learn more about his work and the fandom surrounding him. 

  Clearly, your love for DA is deep and meaningful. What was your first exposure to his work? 
Was it a particular book or show that started this love affair? 
 
Yvette: My love for Adams is as deep and meaningful as Agrajag’s cave of vengeance (and also as coinci-
dental). I’ve always liked Adams, but I read the first three books when I was too young to fully understand the 
humor. I laughed, but I didn’t know why.  

 The turning point from mere affection to deep adoration was entirely due to being a teenage romantic 
when the fourth book of the trilogy, So Long and Thanks for All the Fish, came out.  

 Every aspect of that book (except the ending) thrilled me: Arthur’s improbable return to the impossible 
Earth. An unconscious beautiful girl. The phone number was lost because it was on the back of a winning raf-
fle ticket. The biscuit story. The flying. Wonko The Sane. Even though many fans who heard the radio series 
before the books find SLATFATF to be a mediocre effort, it was the right book at the right moment to make a 
lasting impression on me.  

 
Linda: For your 42nd birthday, you embarked on an epic journey to trek to places from DA's life and writings. 
When did the idea for that trip manifest and how long was the planning phase? Was there any one thing that 
really stands out as an extra special memory from that trip? 

 
Yvette: Extended travel was an idea my friend Serena told me about when I was in my 20s (She and her hus-
band traveled for 40 days and 40 nights for his 40th birthday) and I adapted the idea years later to suit my 
“Ultimate Answer” 42nd birthday. 

https://gbacg.org/


 I conceived that first pilgrimage narrowly: A trip to visit 42 places from the novels. The idea of reading 
all the books again, making a massive spreadsheet of every real-world place mentioned, and trying to get to at 
least 42 of them . . . well, it was one of those ideas–Once I’d had it, and started talking to people about it, it 
was hard to let go of something that awesome. 

 That I might be willing to possibly consider starting to begin the planning for such an unlikely trip, 
came up around my 40th birthday. For two years I was genuinely unsure whether I could make it happen, and 
if I’m being honest, unsure if I even wanted it to happen.  

 I’d never gone to a foreign country alone; I had never planned for over a month of travel. My father 
was ill, I was taking care of him, and I had been under-employed for a couple of years, so the money wasn’t 
really there. 

 But 42 only comes around once in a lifetime. I felt like I sort of HAD to do it, and my father, Bob, en-
couraged me to go. He was adamant that travel was an incredibly important thing to do. So, I read the books, 
made the spreadsheet . . . and then the magic started to happen (which is where the memory comes in). 

 Three or four months before the trip, I found out Neil Gaiman (another favorite author) was going to 
give the Douglas Adams Memorial Lecture (There’s a Douglas Adams Memorial Lecture?!).  
 I bought tickets to hear Neil Gaiman speak about Douglas Adams, and things started to fall into place. 
The memory that stands out was how I entered a constant state of meta-shock: the uncanny sensation of being 
aware of somehow foreshadowing my own life. Plans had the synchronicity of a series of miracles. It’s really 
the sort of thing that can turn people into true believers. 

 As a child of hippies, the woo-woo Californian in me acknowledged my eerily exciting presentiment. I 
found out there was a Douglas Adams Fan Club (A fan club!?!?). I found out fan club members gave tours of 
London and Cambridge (There were already Google Maps that included places from my giant spreadsheet!?!). 
I wasn’t alone in my quest. This had been done before. Sort of. 

 The trip started to feel not only possible, not even probable, but utterly inevitable. So many wonderful 
opportunities opened to me that I couldn’t have stayed home even if I’d wanted to. A spaceship would have 
parked itself on the street in front of my house, a tall, grey-green skinned alien with a flat head, dressed in ex-
travagantly draped golden robes would have exited to tell me I was being a dim-witted arsehole, and then, 
once it was clear my mundane life was someone else’s problem, I would have been whisked to Heathrow Ter-
minal Two even if I’d tried to stay home. 

 That is why I started calling my trip a Pilgrimage. And I’m serious about that capital “P.” It grew with 
force and significance into something that I was destined to do. Like seeing God’s Final Message to His Crea-
tion. 

 
Linda: That research must have been very useful in finalizing the materials for your latest work - The Douglas 
Adams' London Map and Guide. How did that project come about? Did you approach a publisher with the 
idea, or did they reach out to you? 

Yvette: Processing and writing about the Pilgrimage went on for several years, interrupted by both my parents' 
passing and a lot of other life. But yes, once I felt my material was strong enough, I researched publishers and 
then pitched the map and guide directly to Herb Lester Associates. It was an immediate yes, because I had 
carefully found the publisher who already did exactly what I wanted to do and knew how to make exactly the 
thing I wanted to see made. 

 I had about 60k words of a book written, but feedback from three different publishers assured me that 
in its current form, the book was problematic without permission from the Adams estate. The map was a much 
smaller risk and an opportunity to learn about my fellow fans and research my audience. 

 
Linda: How closely did you work with the graphic designer and publisher to bring the project to publication? 

 
Yvette: I worked very closely with my editor at Herb Lester (HL) on everything, but not directly with the art-
ist. I knew the angle that HL was interested in. They have a precise aesthetic for all their guides, which are sin-
gular and wonderful. They let me know what artist they were approaching so that I could “stalk” the designer's 

http://www.neilgaiman.com/
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IG portfolio.  

 I gave a lot of feedback when we got the initial artwork. It was all taken seriously and implemented. 
One example of a design choice that changed was the whale. The first whale had a cartoon-terrified look on his 
face as he fell alongside the bowl of petunias.  

 But every Adams fan knows that the all-too-few minutes of that whale’s life produced the most joyful, 
innocent, and tragi-comic monologue our galaxy has ever seen. That whale had to look ecstatic about life, not 
fearful of impending death. Once I explained that to the editor, he relayed it to the artist, and the change was 
made. 

 
Linda: Were there any challenges with distilling the location information into such a compact format? 

 
Yvette: That was the hardest part. I initially gave my editor almost 60 places to choose from. I knew we want-
ed exactly 42 places and there would be things that couldn’t go in. Never having made a map before, I hadn’t 
anticipated that the main reason to cut things was making them fit geographically. Scale is everything with 
maps. Figuring out how to have enough detail that the individual dots don’t overlap each other while fitting in 
locations that ranged across many parts of London was a crazy complicated effort.  

  

Linda: I think it is a very user-friendly map and I am looking forward to seeing some, if not all, of the loca-
tions when I am next in London. Of course, in my perfect world, you would be there as well to be a tour guide, 
as I am sure you could embellish beautifully the information provided in the guidebook. Do you have any 
plans to organize tours yourself? 

 
Yvette: Why Yes! In fact, just before COVID, I had three major tour companies create itineraries and price 
out 10, 12, and 14-day all-inclusive coach trips around the UK. I was going to take people to the places and 
worry about writing a travel book about it all later.  

 But COVID kept us all at home for two years, so I wrote a book. Then the book felt too risky for pub-
lishers to get on board, so I pitched a map, and it is such a beautiful thing!  

 This information about Douglas Adams literary tourism is meant to be out in the world. I want Adams 
fans to feel as inspired about walking in his footsteps as Jane Austen, Shakespeare, and Conan-Doyle fans. 
More ways for fans to do this will be out soon, in multiple mediums. The map was the easiest, so it is the first 
of many (I hope). 

 
Linda: Are there any other resources that we can direct people to that have more travel tips with a DA flair? 

 
Yvette: I encourage every Adams fan to become a member of the Official Fan Club, ZZ9 Plural Z Alpha (they 
have a letter from Douglas and everything!). Member David Haddock gives tours in Cambridge and London, 
and the club has regular “slouches” that are chock full of fascinating information. Sometimes the slouches are 
about Adams, sometimes interesting historical places in general. My forty-two-places page also has a list of all 
the Adamsian projects I have cooking. 

 
Linda: You also had the honor of being voted the Towel Day Ambassador for 2023. What has been the high-
light of your ambassadorship so far? 

 
Yvette: Hosting a Towel Day Celebration at The Book Den in my hometown and having a slightly too-large 
crowd of people fill the bookstore and participate in the towel contest, the costume contest, and Vogon Poetry 
Reading was the highlight so far! 
 I take my mission of spreading the word and wonder of Adams’ writing to as many earthlings as possi-
ble very seriously. I’m honored to be invited to judge the Towel Contest at Costume Con 42.  

 Happening in 2024 in Denver, the con has adopted “The Heart of Gold” as one of its themes. Every 

https://yvettekeller.com/forty-two-places/
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https://www.bookden.com/
https://costumecon42.org/


TDA appearance comes with the question: Why are you wearing a towel like a beauty pageant sash? I love an-
swering that question! 

 
Linda: I will definitely see you at CC42, but hopefully our paths will cross again before that. Thank you so 
very much for taking the time to chat with me! 

 
Yvette poses during prep for the 2023 Towel Day Celebration. Photo Credit: Leanne Cooper 



 



Adams Fan By Association 

by Leanne Cooper Elliott 
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(1) - The first series, comprised of six fits, or episodes, originally aired from March 8 through April 12, 1978, and 
formed the bases of the first two books of the series and the subsequent television show. The second series, which aired from 
December 24, 1978 through January 25, 1980, introduced many wonderful concepts that were included in subsequent books, 
as well as other concepts that never resurfaced in any of the later versions of the stories…the shoe event horizon, the Lintillas, 
and the total perspective vortex. 

(2) - The Book Bin first opened by four women in 1971. By the following year, three of them had left the business 
and the only original owner brought in Janis Irvine to help run it. Janis owned it until 2015, when she sold it to its current 
owner, who had worked at the store since 1992. The Book Bin is still in business in the same strip mall it first opened in, alt-
hough in a different location, in Northbrook, Illinois. Throughout the 70s and 80s, they special ordered many books for me 
that are still in my collection. 

(3) - The venerable Kroch’s and Brentano’s was once the largest bookstore chain in Chicago. It was founded in 1954 
when Chicago-based Kroch’s (founded by Adolph Kroch in 1907) merged with the Chicago branch of the New York-based 
Brentano’s (opened in Chicago in 1884 and purchased by Kroch in 1933, he ran it separately until 1954 to keep Brentano’s 
from re-entering the Chicago market. At one time, there were 22 Kroch’s and Brentano’s in Chicago, but the chain filed bank-
ruptcy and closed in 1995. They are still missed. I bought my copy of The Restaurant at the End of the Universe at Kroch’s 
and Brentano’s Wabash store in 1980. 
 (4) - For instance, “Ahenny (adj.) The way people stand when examining other people’s bookshelves.” or “Goadby 

Marwood (n.) Someone who stops John Cleese on the street and asks him to do a funny walk.” Ahenny is also a village in 

Tipperary County, Ireland, known for its proximity to the Kilclispeen monastery and the presence of ancient Irish high cross-

es. Goadby Marwood is also a village in Leicestershire, about ten miles from where I lived when I studied in England. Of 

these two terms, I find ahenny is a much more useful term. Definitions from The Meaning of Liff, Douglas Adams and John 

Lloyd, Pan Books, 1983, pp. 9 and 61. An expanded volume The Deeper Meaning of Liff, was published in 1990.  

Stalking the Wild Hitch Hiker 
Steven H Silver 

 



 
(5) - First airing in 1981, it reunited most of the main cast from the radio series: Simon Jones as Arthur Dent, Peter Jones 

(no relation) as The Book, Mark Wing-Davey as Zaphod Beeblebrox, Stephen Moore as Marvin, Richard Vernon as Slartibartfast, 
and David Tate as Eddie, the Shipboard Computer. Geoffrey McGivern had been replaced by David Dixon as Ford Prefect, and 
Sandra Dickinson took over the role of Trillian from Susan Sheridan. 

(6) - In 1983, it was still a trilogy: The Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (1979), The Restaurant at the End of the Uni-
verse (1980), and Life, the Universe and Everything (1982). So Long, and Thanks for All the Fish wouldn’t be published until 1985 
and Mostly Harmless made its belated appearance in 1992.  

(7) - Douglas Adams, The Original Hitchhiker’s Radio Scripts, fit the fourth, Harmony Books, 1985, p.78. 
 (8) - For years, I had forgotten about the letter that I received from Adams. In 2015 when I was chairing Windycon 42 
with the theme “The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Windycon,” I was going through one of my desk drawers and I came across the let-
ter, dated January 17, 1984, a thirty-one year old voice from a favorite author who had been dead for fourteen years.  
(9) - The UK.  
(10) - 1983 
 
 
 



 

(11) - It would eventually be made and released in 2005, with tributes to the original series of Simon Jones appearing as a 
ghostly image and the original Marvin costume from the television series making a cameo. The less said about this version, the better. 

(12) - Until 2003 when the third through fifth novels were adapted for radio, reversing the original process. 

(13) - He got this right. 

(14) - He got this wrong. 

(15) - It didn’t. 

(16) - Located about ten miles from Goadby Marwood, see footnote 4. 

(17) - Population about 450. 

(18) - Not sure when they opened, but they are still in business and now do deliveries through Foodhub. 

(19) - Population, much larger. 

(20) - I had spent two summers delivering pizzas for Edwardo’s, a Chicago style pizza place founded in 1978. At one time, 
there were 30 Edwardo’s in the Chicago area, including one which I took TAFF delegate Steve Green to during his trip, but now they 
are mostly known for frozen pizzas which are nowhere near as good as their original product. They also apparently still have two 
locations, a ghost kitchen in a restaurant on Chicago’s Near North Side and an actual restaurant in Munster, Indiana. Both deliver. 

 (21) - Still in business, no longer delivers pizzas.  

 (22) - I later learned that members of an earlier class went even further to get pizza. Literally. In 1983 two students, Frank 
Idabell* and John Bruce, ordered 40 pizzas from Original Famous Ray’s in New York. They flew back to New York, picked up the 
par-baked pizzas, and brought the pizzas back to the college. Students paid £3.50 (about $6.30) for two slices of pizza, according to 
The Toronto Star, March 24, 1983. *Not his real name.  



(23) - The Book Corner was founded in 1964 and is still owned by descendants of the original owners. In addition to buying 
many books there, it was also an excellent source, in those pre-internet days, for newspapers from around the country. The Book 
Corner is still in business in its same location in Bloomington, Indiana. Throughout the mid-80s and early-90s, I bought many books 
there that are still in my collection. 

(24) - Publishing in 1987. 
(25) - Published in 1988. Although a Dirk Gently novel, the title comes from a quote in Life, the Universe and Everything 

which described the preternatural boredom of Wowbagger the Infinitely Prolonged, whose method of dealing with the boredom 
caused by being an immortal is to insult every single living being in the universe in alphabetical order. 

(26) - Douglas Adams, The Original Hitchhiker’s Radio Scripts, fit the fourth, Harmony Books, 1985, p.73. 
 (27) - Hmm, potentially a reasonable definition of a Chicago stuffed pizza.  
  *editors’s note* the only true kinds of pizza are Chicago Stuffed or Chicago Deep-Dish. All other is topped-bread.  



(28) -  Douglas Adams, The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul, Simon & Schuster, 1988, pp.15-16. 
(29) - Douglas Adams and Mark Carwardine, Last Chance to See, Harmony, 1990. Possibly his least-known work, Last 

Chance to See was also turned into an interactive computer program, which I have sitting next to me on CD-ROM.  Unfortunately, 
the discs are not covered by any concept of “backward compatibility” that Microsoft has ever heard of. It was also adapted for televi-
sion in 2009, with Stephen Fry stepping in for Douglas Adams. The book is an exploration of animals on the verge of extinction. 

(30) -  I did, sort of, have one final encounter with Adams, although it happened after his death. I had received an advance 
copy of the novel/collection The Salmon of Doubt: Hitchhiking the Galaxy One Last Time, which contains several chapters of an 
unfinished Dirk Gently novel (although at various times, it was also an unfinished Hitch Hiker’s novel) as well as essays, sketches, 
and short stories written by Adams. I duly wrote and published my review, which included the statement, “The final section of the 
book includes the short story “The Private Life of Genghis Khan,” which looks at the personal life of the conqueror.  The reader 
quickly understands Adams's point, but Adams maintains the joke, apparently unable to find a successful way of ending the story.” 
Shortly after I published my review, I received an email asking me to confirm that the story was in my copy of the book. Apparently, 
the story was based on a comedy sketch devised by Graham Chapman and written by Chapman and Adams. My correspondent indi-
cated that the people who compiled the book may not have had the rights to reproduce the story, but he wanted to confirm its pres-
ence with me before contacting them. My understanding is that some editions of the book retain the story, but it was excised from 
other versions of the book for copyright reasons. Adams also worked with Chapman on A Liar’s Autobiography, Chapman’s autobi-
ography, my copy of which is autographed by Douglas Adams, although I’ve also inserted a piece of paper autographed by Graham 
Chapman. I didn’t purchase a copy of the book. It was a gift from a high school friend, with whom I am still in touch. 


