





Books for the Occult -Minded . . . with
Very Little Time
By Christopher J. Garcia

L e t . | I'f you like audiobooks
me ay thisd occultists are not in-| Witcheraft and The Oc

to the whole brevity thing. | have never se The info, while pretty much a series of brief

as many wasted words as in the writings snippet s is delightfu

Blavatsky and Crowley, and maybe Lovec great na ’r fator . lt6s a

They pile it on and on, and really, while wh
theydre saying is I
all that! In the leadip to this issue, | did a to
of research, and ended up finding books tf
provided fun and clear summaries, some b’ _
ter than others. \ i
Let 6s st ar t-stop ishop |
Lewi s SAp Encycl@pédsa of Occuligssen
bugsqui sher of a tit]l
est, and though it goes in depth on so
things, it does illuminate a lot more than rea chunks. | t8s the beefi

ing source material. The entries are encyc so areally good read . . . or listen, | guess.
pedic, but theydre a €r e | #5858 B uwicka fa Bediiness. .

one who is just coming to look at the occult
tdm¢ d&dsnot want a | ot
. gumming up the works. This one covers from
prehistory up to the Internet age, which is su-
per cool.

There is a classidhe Doctrine and Ritu-
al of High Magicwhich was from the mid
nineteenth century, but they made a new
tradhdlatlod %rid audiobook omudiblethat is
not only highly listenable but works in smaller

~

a few errors in spellings, but really, t wel | ités basically
amount of research but into the thing makes decent ' one but still
worthwhile. Originally published in 1920, t mind 1t is far better

version | have is a Dover reprint. The entrie

. T Wicca for Beginnefhey both pale in compatri-
on OEngland, 6 0The | 5 4 R am:

SUTMRGHC th Sasatru for Beginnerdy Mathias

with the Devil 6 are -mrp-&heﬁe-n-a ——F—fr—v——5— . 5

Anastacia Greywolf has a dope name Wi 't chcr af t i-csu tnté\b?u'r,? drﬂ\gol é']su ?th%h}](Zvé orrae triasl (l) _0
and is a dang good writer. Her workyitch- L i ke reci pes fr Oﬁ%ve%ouu BTH U, VYRR g B |
craft: A Book of Spells and Potiopsetty and pes ar e often t al 3r ‘to individu
easy t o r eaodduidd bubishasa htaagst es as | ong as the general for
little bit of history and legend stuff thatisnice mul a and st eps® are understood.
to read. Mat Auryn




Outside The Lodge: Freemasonry Exte- building new facilities also allowed for thewith Freemasonry are the familiar compass
rior Ornament Explained preservation of the sanctity of the rituals byand square motif (Figure 1) that features
by Kevin J. Luck ensuring they remained available to membegrominently on most printed works and cor-
only and created an increase in overall revaespondence.  Usually, the compass and
F nue generation as the halls could be used faguare are featured surrounding or framing an
r Othem of the Civil War public functions when not in use. This wouldbject or letter to give it prominence. The
and well into the early 1900s, fraternal organistrangely mimic the origins of many lodges asore common letters found in examples are
zations began to see historically unparalleletiey initially gathered in the back rooms od G6 and 0SO6 respective
numbers of new members. Out of an estimatpublic houses. In the transition from the pubwhich is a reference to sacred geometry
ed adult male population of 19 million in thelic house to a programmed environment alwhich is central understanding of the ritual
United States at the turn of the last centurylowed for permanence on several levels, relp at h s, and 0S6 for ser
over five million men claimed some form ofance on word of mouth, different locations,advancement in the order and part of the
fraternal affiliation. The rolls of Freemasonnand different services available at different féunction of Freemasonry as a part of the com-
and the Odd Fellows were bordering on a mil<cilities. It allowed the order to not only build munity. Visually, this framing is both aestheti-
lion men each. In logical response, organizéacilities according to the needs of the ordercally appealing and rather expected. To the
tions like the Freemasons began to utilize thbut to also decorate its buildings to the desigmuninitiated eye at passing glance, it reads as a
available increase in capital from membershand tastes of administrators. According £ common Roman
dues to build dedicated lodges. This organiz&attern Langugagge 0 The mai n p dypefacedetter io
tional expansion corresponds to a movemeninent in the environmentd in buildings, strange diamon
in ospeakingd ar chi treoms, amdepublcespace§is 10 snekd the shapedeframe. T
flect building program. Balanced betweenwor | d mor e whol e . . the odnitiate, Th@
need for continued recruitment and the desirethe easiest way to achieve this wholeness waymbol embodie
to clearly identify lodges to members, theto utilize symbols that had significant meanintpe highest orde
Freemasons carefully chose ornamentatioto every level of the organization, but also hadf knowledge an
that both attracted the curious and gave cleacharacteristics that would engage the curiouattainment of ide|
guidance to the initiated. to ask questions. als.
The planned building of dedicated lodg- The Freemasons, while not a deeply
es resolved several logistical difficulties thaecretive or exceptionally reclusive organiza-
had been plaguing the more secretive fraternébn, have many symbols associated with the
organizations like the Freemasons as theorder which have easily discernable meanings
roles started to swell after 1880. While physi-in context. Many of the symbols have either F/ gu r e
cally accommodating the increase in membeletters or numbers associated with them thatP? 8 S S a1 O
ship and offering more individuals access toave deeper associations. As an example, theEX ampl e|&
different levels of ritual at different times,most common objective symbol associated
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Figures 2 and 3: King Solomon (L) and Hiram bi f (R)



. It is easy to pass t.hrough a city withoyt Bibliography
paying attention to specific ornamental building
details. In the current economy, with so many
buildings of every type and style lying vacant,Alexander, ChristopherA Pattern Language
building has had ornament relating to its origiZalTowns, Buildings, Constru&len York, Ox-
program, the program has likely changed, or tigd University Press, 1977.
ornament has been removed or altered. Likely
due to social networking application sites d#ech, Benjamin, and Roy Dolin@ihe Sistine
the Internet and an oveall change in lifesty®ecr et s: Mi chel angel
focus in the last decade or more, many fraterrdgart of the VaticaNew York, Harper Collins
organizations are struggling with retaining me#@08.
bers and the median age of members is steadily
increasing. The supplemental income of offearnes, Mark CSecret Ritual and Manhood i
ing meeting hall and banquet facilities has Migorian Ameriddew Haven, Yale University
taken a substantial decline in the econordigd9.
downturn and many fraternal organizations
have begun to sell off their reaktate holdingsCurl, James Stevefhe Art and Architecture o
Perhaps the ornamentation that historically in- ~ Freemasonriiondon, BT Batsford, 199
spired individuals to become members of tHée Hiram Key; Knight, Christopher and Lo-
Freemasons will still serve its intended purpo®@s, Robert; Barnes & Noble Publishing; Ne
to inform and enlighten even if the building th¥erk, 1998.

it adorns no longer serves its initial architectur-
al function. DOArcy, Davi d. 0Goi n
view (UK), vol. 54, April 2004.

Gould, Robert FrekeThe History of Freemasg
Vol. 4, New York, John C. Yourston & Co. P
lishers, 1885.

Pictures are from the Scottish Rite Lodge, now
the Capitol Club building, in San Jose, California



Twenty -First Century Ritual Design The Weekend Candles Ritual old candle to burn all the way down. Then,

by Christopher J. Garcia write another copy of the letter. Repeat this
You will need: process for a few days. When you light the
Y Several lodgurning candles final candle you have, write three final copies
O nu be shocked to discover thatPaper of the letter. Place one in the way that you got
| design rituals. Envelopes yourself into the original letter. Another letter
I dondt believe 1| RPenipengli c per se, but Isheéal d go somewher e wh
believe that there are ways that we can get ihighter countered all the ti me
touch with stuff we dondt wunderstand. | ngydife, st svould be either in a drawer | rarely
my view of things is somewhere between mind The idea here is to bring about some-open, or in a box in the garage, or even in the

over matter and Du mb dhingwahteddronhtieeroutside world. Start bytruck of my car. The final one put somewhere
That doesnodt me a n writirg @ tetted or adjaumd éentryd ax sirbply @ out in the world. Bury it in a park, tape it up

Thatds totally on braredcfromptme,n,r iodgdhtwh at ungeoauconferance table ib @ rodinsyou saeely
Rituals, as | see them, are convergenevant to get a new job, you might create a fauxgo in to at work, or even just drop it in a mail-

es of focus, symbol, and sacrifice. You musmployment contract, or a thorough job de-box without an address.

have the focus to bring out your will, or what- scription, or something like that. Now, put it I f youdre a sex mag
ever you prefer to call it, and you need a symin an envelope and place it where it will bec o r e, youdd probably w
bol to focus on. able to get you into it. Like under your pillow,of bodi ly sacri fice, ai
Sacrifice 1is t al wa praundér thel dushipn of yaun fdvoriterthaimgrto asg the sacrificed material in a tiny amount

n o

doesnot really need jusoputlita the dveast padket of yourdaworite on eachdetter

just withdrawing something from your ownj acket for a while. Af

use would be enough. marinated it in your essence enough, get the
candle and put it in a secure location. If you

Here are two rituals | designed that | thinkhave cats, this might not be the ritual for you.

have some benefit. Start by lighting the letter on fire. And then
quickly use it to light the candle. Let the letter

burn completely, even if you need to light it

— . . again with the flame from the candle Then
Ma g | _C k I S V\Eite the Rttdr aéaln,by the hbhtS)f the £ @9
real it y a N d or at leggt @here yap canystil| sngll it.

o ~that letter with you. The candle will burn and :
[ S C" dybh Md ahe% it-is obviously nearly dead, get
Dac ha  Aavoteer light fne letter you wrote again and

light it on fire, using it to light the new candle.

Allow the letter to completely burn, and the

-




The Ritual of Five Silences

You will need:
4 soundmaking device that have timers.
A symbol of what youdre w

Okay, this is a concentration and productive
ritual. St art by <creatin
wanting to do. For exampl
zine done, you might take a couple of pieces of pa-
per, fold the in half and staple them in the middle,
and write the title on the first page. The make sure
youdve got the material s
with at hand. Then, set all your sowmdaking devic-
es (iPhones, iPads, CD players, televisions, whatever)
so that they are slightly staggered. Then when they
are all going, you need to start making noise as well.

Whet her itds by playir
ing, or even just babbling, you need to start and keep
going. As the sound making devices stop one by one,
you need to keep going, and when the last one has
stopped, keep going for just a little longer. When
you <canot go anymor e, st
wanted to be able to focus on.

For those who desire bodily sacrifice, the
best idea is to imbue the symbol object with a bit of
it.




Clay MclLeod

the Lane
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A Review by Chuck Serface

I &3, seven teachers from the
McMartin Preschool were alleged to have
abused more than 100 children. The case last
ed seven years and cost $15 million, making i
the longest and most expensive American lega
proceeding ever, but no convictions occurred.
Bruna Calado, Henry Otgaar, Timothy J. Luke
and Sara Landstrom witffhe Inquisitive Mind

summarize what started it all:

To start, the statement from the first
allegedly abused child was made by a pare
who later was diagnosed with paranoid
schizophrenia. After this statement, the police
sent a letter to 200 families. In this letter par-
ents were warned that their children could
have also  been abused and were also re-
guested to ask their children specific questions
concerning the matter. However, research
shows that parents often unintentionally ask
children guestions in a suggestive man-

Interviewer. Can you remember thes howed me

ner that leads to false reports and might jeophaked pictures?

ardizec hi | drends
the fact that children can eventually start to
believe and remember the suggested

events.

The authors cite suggestive interviews
conducted by social workers coercing memo-

ries presupposing events that never happened:

memori es.

chhia: i gspdead weogf™

Then children were verbally awarded
when they
scriptions became quite bizarre. Satanic ritu-
als, underground tunnels, orgies at carwashes
and airports, even Chuck Norris was men-
tioned as a possible abuser. Indeed, escaping
relentless coverage surrounding the McMartin
case was impossible. To say investigators re-
quire training against improperly leading sub-
jects is an understatement, since shoddy un-
dertakings could very well impede situations
where actual child abusers need brought to

justice.

The McMartin case reflected an overall
Satanic Panic engulfing the United States dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s. Story after story
from media sources di
satanic messages embedded into rock albums,
comic books, popular films, all inflamed by sen-
sationalist reportage, coercive interviewing
techniques, and zealous police investigations.
Participants were mixed. One party sought to
manipulate through fear while others were
merely misinformed. A work friend who at-
tended a police seminar on satanic practices

had distributed. Mostly, these read like intro-
texts op Wicca, like Raymond Buck-
Setafd S&rdner providing information

|l nterviewer : Can 0 telatecetmeenpgagan practices tbut pok inher?
Child: (Shakes he&Y4YBEHSEs6)
l ntervi ewer : Wh y donot you t hi nk

about that for a while, okay? Your
memory might come back to you.

9
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Our culture candt escape ¢c
nedyds second s h-stardad &alt Disrgey, ongoy ¢
ing llluminati or aliens meddling into our affairs, communists, s
tanic hordes, and more recently Pizzagate and QA&dhnever
stops, no matter how many are debunked or how much they cha

lenge societal stability.

With his Whisper Down the Lan@lay McLeod Chapman
utilizes these unfortunate reéife tropes-- statutory allegations,
exaggerated accusations, conspiracy fears, and the Satanic-Par
into a compelling thriller that explores aftermaths, the damage
lives left after the heated investigations, distorted coverage, al
melodramatic court proceedings have concluded. Indeed, his til
refers to a popular party game beginning when one child whispe
a phrase into anotherds ear,
finally the final child whis|
Invariably, the phrase becomes entirely changed, since each ¢
playing reports what t hey th
they wanted to hear? Or maybe what they think you should hea
We are by nature unreliable narrators, mostly unconsciously, bt

sometimes intentionally.

Chapman deftly portrays how trends have been embedde
within our wuniversal psyche.
chain that has made it easier to raise irrational questions. A chi
comes home with a bruise, maybe from a playground accidel
maybe from an abusive teacher, maybe from an abusive teac
who belongs to a Satanic cult, and what if all the teachers are’
on it? You might scream, oW
me point you, again, toward Pizzagate and QAnon, nonsensi
stories that still receive serious attention across media outlets
and that have tilted election results from local to national levels
Watching the QAnon and COVIRlenying nut Marjorie Taylor
Greene occupy a congressional seat may challenge my patier

but I &m not surprised.




Rushkoff an dleisiee&Adoifg O Shkolf s o cultural treasure and an scceniric author of big, sirange And that, was not reflected until about ten

A Review by Christopher J. Garcia " WARREN Bl pages into the story.
ALEISTeRGA DOI.F It starts off as a simple premigea web
T h designer is trying to complete an overhaul of
ti@tells you what you need td [RERUDRE AT CRANY HRrhls ol the Vicerowebpage, and a graphic keep mov-

know, except, it doe

The structure of this book absolutel
should not work and contains at least t
flashbacks within a flashback, and yet it al
lutely works to draw you in.

|t I snot the sto
when it turns into
gone on a whole damn journey.

The art style is not conducive to aq
centuating the kind of work that this graph
novel tells, and yet it not only works, but su
passes the potential for an ornate, perhg
Rick Gearylike, style.

All of this is the perfect set of weird
ness for a story that stars the Beast, Aleis
Crowley, though not really Adolf Hitler

i ng after heb6s placed
to import a Word document with photos in it
will know this well. He must scan old source
material because, of course, the image is cor-
rupted, and that leads him to an old employee
whb sends him to an even older employee,
Iwhoetellsl im the tale of his time in WWII,
when he was sent to work with the Beast to
defeat Hitler.

Now, this is no ordinary mission, and it
tackles it in a way that is completely up my
alley.

Initially, it is an attempt to bring Rudolf
Hess to England by planting fake intelligence in
the Fuhrerds astrologe
figures this will lead Hitler to make blunders,

t hough heds in the hatd &@reds right. To mak
made are all false until the moment they 4 must initiate the young American into his fold,
not . That ds Crowl ey, edmred thereds a | ove tric:

ma itself. The more you know about Crowle things weird, and when our American goes
about how he often presented coincidence rogue, he ends up enacting the entire scenario
the created path, how he was an illusionist e that Crowley had put forward, largely despite

DOUGLAS RUSHKOFF MICHAEL AVON OEMING

the worldwide scale, creating myths that Many phi |l osopher s anuthinghis eagk on Qrowdep.s hav e

turned to a form of reality that then morphed 9 r @ p pl ed wi t h t he quest THsnwhen youMboR &t M Thelefa | -
into actual reality. This does make Crowley ity isadream, or whether we arethe  came apout, it fal s alon those lines khautlful-
sound | i ke a Wizard,I\Vvl’?aénﬁrhgrwtalg%ﬁqr,eaorﬂet 'fbeJl' gg : me.n

o 0S t he Tanswer 7l
may have had a preternatural ability to readd reams and thoughts ar}dllr on |‘HJ ﬁrq' i‘wteo CroMLéyrp%,Is
the room when the room equaled the pathof y yt as mi crocos ms OfO ReerRFininE- MInd, we
history into the future. are also t°he d The dhing s ¢he art, by the Iegendary
Mat A u ©gming, the man who gaeowersuch a dis-
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tinctive style, is both completely in line with and a to-{..
tal departure from his regular work. There is a flatness

to Oemingds work, you wo
SO0 many comic artists of the last thirty years, but
what s incredible is tha

co and Byzantine could easily dominate, he has mai
tained that flatness in contrasts, but goes for depth ir
portions of ritual. The power of those scenes is huge
and in the glorious blackndwhite, it is unbeatable.
There are some wonderful callouts to history, includ-
ing lan Fleming playing a significant role, but really, tt
is a story about the line between Magick and just goo
forecasting. Crowley is presented as a mystical figur:
but really, in the story, he simply opens a path an
others walk down it. The way that matches up with
the actual history of his other endeavors makes this
alternate history that much more entertaining. It is a
book that rewards preknowledge.
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Soul Song
by Jay Hartlove

RO n aoonley pd)ed open That s i ke my favoalidlel snarkg durevdrhey

the black roadie crate emblazoned with alarger ot e . 0 he said with a nod before scurrying off.

white Menoltaph logo and pulled one of his ol know. It felt |likRonhledosheppsddepof o
four bass guitars out of the travelling rack iatory would complete the myth. His songissmmeconds ? 0

side. He started to tune it when he when 8f | at, so | wrote hers i0BaAedby. Whobs this?
noticed a raverhaired, longegged young He blinked a coupl e @Thits mes . Samow | Dy lidr
woman walk through the swarm of stagehantlse st aggered in |ikeraesttuetf?66Her ods Par adi

straight up to him as if she knew him. Her smile She rolled her eyes and tilted her head.al ked about this morni
mad e him wish he recoguaisz @ad ethtey .disHelmMicmmgA &Ski heéa ssvempt a.abway
there, 6 he offered. 0Come with me, 6 heNeashi twawi ng her to

She nodded and looked him up arfidllow him. As he led her farther backstage, he 0l dm gonna get her a
down. 0The Deat hl y T oaoghtsher paump her fiseoutfof teeschrnedd f t er t he show. 6

oDo | know you?06 hiseye. OFine by me. 6 Then a
She held out her han dikki SioNeowas talldng to th® @ancaf a mmy , she sai d, ol f th
Tyl er . Probabl y your hal stapgreandger Bbaut eqbipment placemgnb. u, come see me. 0

He shook her handThe manhhwastdiessedentitely i black lke ath. ****
Wedve got some prettyhbarcdaeaor e bfuatn sf @r t he Nikkir Sjoee traded ker guidawith @ e r
OHow many of t h e macross histback undenthe stagliuns lege. Six feietgehand for a bottle of water as she rounded
for your songs?o6 in her stockings, she towered over him in héne speaker tower and stepped out of sight of
He finished checking the guitar, setsixi nch pl at f or ms. S h ethelkclzedringdatidience. IShe esldggead powh some |
down and grabbed another out of the cratbawk yet, so her white mane flopped aroundater and noticed her céead Peter Juppman
0l dve heard of t hat .expréssively asrshet peinted. Hg hdtidedh §aighd behirgdiher. He was scowling even more
nal ?6 myds eyes went wi de tahsant luesyuada pproddaphdadcrhen
0l wrote the sequeThdatoddHeirmds ®arhdntgerdda yt hse ys wwcsami .g eltt twhaesin
from Dianaf6s viewpoinagetdédstraight back her e @Br asmko nwaass sthhiety. d6r e
He stopped inspecting the guitar in WWe 6 r e t he homet own her o@®Bel Il hdionm6& want my
hands and smil ed. 0 Omadieshhavingta teafficgamearoundhtbkemen full  jouls twa n't to replace
asked Nikki if we were ever goingtodothat. vi ew of the crowd. 6 better drummer on any s
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OYou know we canodt doCtomagtr.ad ul ati ons omedi gpgrge ytoushmdw! &t onc:

ol know, 6 he spat. OWeedavhe, gvaetl | t ot d an kwing yQuofondike dour ybaasc dver aincd |
something. The press is already on our asbk.d | | introduce you aheand. OWeiddrdeenpr ac¢ i fwi ¢
Next wedre going to stoant dlomditn gk nfoawnm si.fé wlednedcktthe gutar wadching gou,ivarcul. Ard d m

Nikki watched him storm off to the pany . 0 learned to sing watching you, Nikki. | dunno,
dressing rooms and considered how he was OReal l y?6 the gi ryoursasic qust brigs sut something ih mev e d
right. Tombs walked up and broke her reverieNi k k i of f the stage ladnvde doevearst d4 ihres . c commewmd L

He had his fangirl cutie pie with him. Herlongi mage youd6d be pumpedfdesh,d whatever t he
black hair and bangs that framed a broad smile Nikki looked over her shoulder and disagree. It makes me feel like | can do any-
reminded her of that actress Lawless wha mi | ed crookedl y. 0 Mtalyibreg .afSocerrr yt teo fpirmagt | &
pl ayed Xena. OHey, vy shodsr €hatbvaax &ur €ast of a smonth, oYoudre good, 6 Ni k|
twenty-t wo show tour. 6 SohYeouwalolaed Todombis wou wr c
hall way and opened theoYdahhoti 2e@deEdHRY O
Onl yo door . 0 Any b o dgwaysthokghtdheré wassrore to tlee rstery. |
nounced. OWedve got aneamplLaxaryweldomes all these dangers be-
Marcus Rialto, the sturdy bald lead guieause it gives him the chance to be a hero and
tarist with an enormous black beard lookedugppr ove hi msel f . But heo:
from his phone and fana who lovieshonkl,thoughl rmaybe sve couldi k
you didndt bring t he hgar feommsherpta tidar Her tellsng hig ©e n .
ONo boys, I did nodbekmniébhng hhaavtee ttchi gr @ v ene
0 | brought love. Sammy, you know who weoroud of his heroism, and happy for him find-
ar e. Everybody, t hi singifuffillmé&hg monig camsiow @own and®mjoy 0 <

songwriting fan who has some ideas she wantish e | i fe heds won, and
to share with us. 6 Nikki quietly clapped her hands togeth-
Frank Fitzsimmons, the tall, skinner . O0When Tombs pitchec

drummer with a long red ponytail shook histhis morning, he talked about her welcoming
head and sighed. 0 S o him bowe from Big wars. dtahe imet thoughtm -
ateur Hour® Tombs was just tired of being on the road. But
Jupiter cut hi m o fydu.twodadve & gointy leexur desenves ttoabke k .
0Save the pissingnamaptych f or rehear s -
al s, 6 Ni kki said flatl wExawel!l ywled enough s
from the critics. This girl is invested in us. She Jupiter stood up and handed her an
sees 1in us what we 0 vaec ofucsrtg occt tgeun .t aTak e | a ml
son. Go ahead, Sammy. o6 ONo shit, really? O
Ol éuméwow. Sorry,thatdsf oar bai tsemy dh she s

14



leather jacket. She wore a black tank top oYes. o0 ing his hulking form off stage and out of con-

which showed the tattoos all down her arms. oOHave you pl ay e d text, heiwvas mbre buddyadadyttam teugh guy
Mo s t promi nent was teleseb?abnddés | ogo, a gbaker. oOWelcome. Come ¢
head surrounded by five gaff hooks forming a oNo. My friends, wh aShefsteppedinenoasly stp tha musia -
pentagram, that covered her entire rightal 'y hate metal . 0 studio and was relieved to have arrived.
shoulder. oOYou dondt have anyhadyst cosmearcéeé om&kumnd
ONice inko he saiplassd om@6 handed her o00Oh, the outer room
the instrument. When he turned away from ONope, just me. | Sourelpraofingv & lyesstudioei® surroainded doy -
her, he shot Nikki a raised eyebrow nod. er . I donot have t o empptyesases thaatrapy tbeosdund. Vel canebe t
Nikki squinted back, cautioning him. way. | do enough of that at my day job. Metas loud as we want in here and no one outside
0Okay, I call t hiis, myé @omitmrgy , Hoyer é6f cqae. d el | . O
Here goes nothing. 6 AfteéewWell coupulr lodv e afresr @ifloe dmuissi cgesbdwé. slh
intro, she sang earnestly: really want to hear the rest of that song, and oo k e d around. Each p

your other songs too. But right now, and lwere set up at the point of a huge pentagram
OYoudve returned tdoimé&, |s melelako ff ovwi catlabnthe floor..Bke knelt dbwn toetoudh &.ut ekt e d

ry. you just sang, we have finally made it home aurned into the linoleum. She looked up and
And the blood you wear is not your the end of this tour. | just want to slide intoa n enor mous banner of
own. my own bathtub and s eteiched ftatrto the ceileg ¢aught her atten-
You sought the fight, to prove your Jupiter spoke to Sammy but looked at i on. O0Thatds awesome. (
might. Ni kKi as he talked as ioffesbekiangahi gaypyeartttl
And youodve bent tbaeseaevwotrl doWent dbing a poSo mdrhtiesm ian whheer e
groaned. tour next week at our studio. Tombs can givelooks more like a performance space. You
I knew that youodyowthe addréddy. ThHe publichdoesy aos knaxguys really get into the imagery. Some might
a stone. where it is, so you have to keep ittoyourselfsay it | ooks | i ke you I
Never doubted you would at last be Bring your sheet music and we can jam your He chuckl ed nervous
coming home. 0 song. 0 hate. You take comfort in likeninded folk.
ko You Kknow, wedbve got a
Nikki noticed Marcus, Jupiter, and Sammy pushed the doorbell and waited o wn . Il &m surprised yo
Tombs all nod stiffipped at each other. Mar- at the unmarked steel door on the side ofwi t h t hem. 6

cus held up a hand. wh& dooked kke b iwarehouseo Whem she u a INoyw i t was Sammyo0s

do understand our mu beard thélatch dick,ssimeiopeered thecdbce onnb s si vel y chuckl e. ONo
|l i ke and added, 0 Me n dyltafiadpaharge empty doontm | irptheeighst eadc.home nt s . 0
Nikki stiffened involuntarily. placeThere was another door on the far side. ol take it your f al
The bear ded gui t aAs she twalkedotw ig the door opered, andt her ? 6
you have sheets?0 Tombs greeted her with his goofy smile. See- OMy parents are dea
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i ng back to Sammy, S h e
party started. ¢

They each moved to their triangular
points in the pentagram.

OWhere do | go?d6 Satl

Tombs rolled her a swivel chair.
0There in the middl e.
other better. 6

The ritual arrangement did not escape
her. AmateursShe decided to play along and
sat down. 0

0So, Sammy, wha't dr
musi c?0 Ni kki asked out
She was ready. 0The

say James Brown was the Godfather of Soul
for the intensity he brought to his delivery. At
your best, so do you guys. The scenes you tell

in your songs take on a whole new depth
when you sound | i ke yol
yourself, not just singing about somebody
child. 6 Wanting to c¢hargdeor in the back wieped artd ,theesihsee s troubl e. 6

asked, OWhere i s eve rother han® dembers filed in, led by Nikki. The band members all exchanged
00h, theyore in tbeEebbothgounmatie bacglawmd. come to our privat

going over tapes from the tour. Bitch sessionc i r cl e of Hel |l . Are you oOWwardmeydo wrp?86o0ongs cal

really. You dondt want t0Ahseeaot bat . o meat to sink out teeth into, something we can

OAre you working onobetwdsnagetriyad”? st onmtiend). d oShe fwea&loked t o a
You just spent six months on stage togetherc o f f ee service and pour Wabsha questioping hey dominisnent? s

Was that inspirationalwhdé herbal mix. 6 oYeah. | think | 06getd
o0Yeah, | dve got | ot sSaranfy taolo thee sup &nd sniffedr ik 0Cool . I know Tombs
on. Di anads song, foroLexamplce. di ke Throatyowat .D§ ana song, but |
00h here. 6 She pul | eTdmbe hahdedahe sheéetnoukic tooNik-Cr acked. 6 Can everyone
paper from her bag. &My sheet music. 6 opening reminds me of Def Leppard or maybe
0Oh, excellent, 6 he ®@h dgascd.heHew,genlegveenj,obfrher Soe9cpi bne g .
took the pages and started reading them. the parts. Fell as, comeodalybeout ghestbs. 6uUi
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with a much bigger bass | ine. o going to try to sacrifice her, they would do it
ol see that. Guys, Whaaind) dtlyea song houtnléu@, SE&nangpon.

you play along?6 coul dnot hel p but C 0 mp aAs etheyi got to othe hchows sepeat, h &
oHel I yeah, t hi s alwagsohead itgnr heerahiead.0 SheMavedcwiiambs changed the bass line. It still worked,

said. The doubts Nikki had been feeding vémey were doing, but it reminded her of hebut it was differentls he improvising?

i shed with her I d ol Oaiginalfinspirationa Kiling your oBnasomlye- br o k e

out in a huge grin. cause he was the distilled venom of your sins. 0 When the day came t
00Okay, whenever vy dustike BlonraeddDddy . 6 Arthur used the sword of justice
The bearded lead guitarist slammed into When the day came to slay his foe

the soaring scale opening and Tombs followed o0 Ar t hur sl ept with hAstbBustaselMot hanswor
in behind to support him with the pounding Their child thrived on his sin

bass line. Every vile trait every evil thought No, it was an entirely new tune. In her

Hearing her idols playing her music Brought to life from his very birth fog, it took a moment to realize Marcus was
made her head swim with giddy pride. She Destined to be hi playihgittdoeThey $iad dlended fiex tune into
found herself anticipating the opening lyric and  The seed of rot from within. theirs. It was simple, more of a chant than a
was ready to point at Jupiter to cue him, but When the day came to slay his foe  song. Frank beat it out with his drums, with Ju-
the lead singer came in perfectly: Arthur used the sword of justice piter and Nikki singingAh, the ritual at last:

When the day came to slay his foe
0The Lady of the LaketlgawvweushAead hture aswor dWbenj ubei dayocame t

sword When the day came to take our prize
So he could administer justice Sammyods excitement aTheéehdapehédovr mameet o
He and his knights were not perfeaverwhelmed her and she grabbed her head to

men stop it spinning. Was it the swivel chair? She  Sammy spun drunkenly around the
They made many mistakes along thet ood up to f eel morrocmadhae,| dwugdhed. dd Yot

way Oh cute, Nikki drugged me with the tea |l ife to revitalize you
But always the sword guided him pointed at them in tur
Il n spite of himself OD&xdaltbarrivghtthbemgmbeof PBestaceful wh

The rod of fairness, truth and love Jupiter and Nikki shot each other dubi-

Nikki also came in right on time to join When Arthur used it to hide his sins  ous looks, but the other three continued with

Jupiter in the chorus. Man, these guys are good.  He broke the promise and cracked ththe chant:
sword. o

OWhen the day came to slay his foe 0The day has come to
Arthur used the sword of justice Sammy always loved that bridge. She The day has come to
When the day came to slay his foe noticed Nikki was focused on her, watching her

Arthur used t he s waverd the middlewftheiroora. If they were oYour |l ord? You meanr
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too! 6 Sammy demandedundeotihercidth. | &1 | pr ove i tDateline-- Decibel Magazinglust when we

you! o6 Nikki reached out with her hook and were picking up our shovels to fill in the grave,
The lines on the front edges of the mu-pulled the banner off Sammy, but the girl noviMenoltaph is back from the dead. Their new

sicianods triangl es thhaadt | bagme @ u rt \nien gp e natatfigsonot anly Imas clesen feesh bdlladsiqutehds

around Sammy glowed and burst into flame$iooves. recaptured the fiery soul of their early albums.
The musicians jumped back in shock. The 0 What t he fuck haWe dyoonwdtddkmewd whleee t h
flames subsided to reveal five long rods witkinger screamed. but theydve got it bac!
gaff hooks on one end, exactly as in their logo. ol know youobve i i = L

OWhoa! 6 Frank exclaimepedde offThatidlse neeermon th
pened before! o6 Menoltaph when | sacrificed my parent
Frank and Tombs bent down andmont hs ago. Now itds ‘j
picked up their hooks. SaMoywahthriled th se€ dlikkbtrade ” L g
in wdeeyed amazement . teMmfieg Hoeks twhhi Ber bamdmates. But ¢
upgrade. 6 Tombs di dnodt | ook s
Nikki took a step back. Jupiter andsolved. He held his hook up straight over hi
Marcus pi ked up t heheadsand motioned dor ¢vérygmiesetsd to dg
al , 6 Jupiter tol d hethesame. When they caught on, he, and thq
oFi i s t he s pel lthey, all ewung ithdii hodks doén inyoeShn
Sammy. myods body.
Nikki looked terrified, but curious oNo, t hose arendo
enough to try. She knelt down and reached cr eamed. oOYou wer e
for her hook. The moment she grabbed it, theDar k Lor d! o \ Ll T @
entire pentagram all around them flared into The musicians all hauled back on the
flames. The banner of Menoltaph peeled of ol es and Sammyds b O e T a
the ceiling and fell over Sammy, who wallood of blood and gore.
| aughing maniacally. oFinallyl! 6 she yell'ed rom

c
t
h
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